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Kaleidoscope Tosa City
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At 133°25 longitude and 33° 29’ latitude, Tosa City is located roughly in the
center of Kochi Prefecture. The city area spans 16 kilometers east to west, 12
kilometers north to south, and has a total area of 91.59 square kilometers.
The eastern part of Tosa City spreads along the bank of the lower Niyodo
River, which originates in the Ishizuchi Mountains. The northern part lies in
the Irazu Mountains, the western part is encircled by the Kokuzo Mountains,
and to the south is the Pacific Ocean. Plains, mountains, rivers, and ocean
all contribute to a diversity of geographical features, and it is the fertile soils
of the plains that, in combination with a temperate climate, allowed for the
development of modern agriculture in Tosa City. A bountiful natural
environment also resulted in the development of diverse industries such as
paper manufacturing (utilizing plentiful water resources from the Niyodo
River), and fishing (benefiting from fish carried by the Kuroshio, or Black
Current). In the southern part of Tosa City, breathtaking views from the
Yokonami peninsula and beautiful scenery of the quiet inner sea of Yokonami
Sanri have greatly benefited the sightseeing and leisure industry.
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Over many years, the Niyodo River brought life
to our people.

In spring, warm rays of sunshine dance on the
river's surface. In summer, one can hear the
echoing laughter of children. In autumn, pilgrims
from the 88-temple pilgrimage stop to soak their
tired feet. In winter, under the water's surface, the
Niyodo quietly nurtures life that is to come.

Flowing from the heart of the Shikoku
Mountains into the Pacific Ocean, the Niyodo
River provides us with both the bounty and the
harsh realities of nature.
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While nature gives us life itself, "people” have
always played the central role in Tosa City. The
smiles of the citizens of Tosa City lighten up local
communities, bringing vibrancy and energy to our
town.

With its beginnings in the Edo period, the
Otsuna Festival had at one point ceased to be
celebrated, but thanks to the efforts of local youth,
it was brought back to life. Now it represents
Kochi Prefecture as an amazingly energetic festival.
There were many people responsible for bringing
back this festival. There were those who protected
and retold the tradition. There were children who
made a serious effort to learn the tradition for the
future. And there were strong supporters of those
who were making these efforts to tell and learn the
traditions.

It is these people who play a central role in Tosa

City.
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the seasons many varieties of fresh fish come to our table.
Over the years, bonito flake and dried fish processing
have taken place in our coastal towns.

Bright, magnanimous ocean of Tosa. May the joy we
experience from living in harmony with this bountiful

Along with the sea breeze, our ocean blesses us with
sea be felt by generations to come.

While the word "bold" or "magnificent” might come to

mind when one beholds the dynamic white waves of the
Pacific Ocean, we must not forget the quiet delicacy of

the view that expands from the gentle waves of the inner

It is difficult to find a single word that might serve to
sea of the Yokonami Peninsula.

describe our ocean.
plentiful gifts. Bonito, tuna, sardine, clam ...

kaleidoscope Tosa City
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SEBREZ TR industries developed even further.

'ﬁ:‘. £
A4 TSRS
(BFN204E = 2) L

b EES

&)

E

aporuoagn) €119 vso] BLFEIFF OGS QS EIOB



\O
\O

MsEa kT | Interview :_I::EHW)?JJ% Hg ﬁ‘j3451£‘ ( 1 S

x5 BEE ELTEIE

) ~ B3 An435F(1968)

IAFI344E 1959 IAETT. LIETEREE

FEOBIIANEEL. ERATEIEEOF D BETERT
ELWBTULE, WRISSE 1960 | HITEER

TETEISRE

I
%

NEHHANDHHTHEEE!

ot S X LK L o % koo Rk RRE Y OB E WL
R AKRIRMERR ok o o~ B oM oCT U Rl & OB T i EE & b % W A I

AR S B L P CBAIC W jE oo LBl A JH R M OR R K R L@ R | oo ool R

EmRHER. HEmERRHEL TSR & Lom ook o0 LB E s & T OW S W o B R R LI SN

AR R PR ENE NS R EE R

W36 1961 | IA—ARRAHBHEREER I S I B A U A I o
SR T X BREA R R i SO0 G = k& & 2 5 i

AR LR R By E LS 3N o ®roabo o oy B L EBY

- - —— Ao Mo p e v B S g 5 5 T e B2 oo i
WM374H 1962 | REMHES w o e Mg o ER O o ow ¢ 5o 1~¥ﬁ56299¢
HABRPERREER Zﬁmumm%‘b@#&&ﬂ?@@%‘Rﬁiyjﬁéﬁ’ﬁ%

ENTTTRE = Sl R EE R BER Y g b a2 b T e g

SN %)\ R BL < Pl ° 4 Sl

BN CrAga 9 A T CrE&oom e imaElma L hw o mHNS

A T R N S CRIEE N CRCHE - B SN R SN I A
N384 1963 B RS TRIBIRRARET AT DAMKIC Sk b s A - Kk ook om R R oo J o BB T
1B . B EE L ERNNEEEEREEE EY S ERAEE RN

EMTES R . Ao E B o7 K Ko o b B m oM R < f LR

S DL, BEH S o R o A b s HHE R M uaswe ol

TEmH SR RESMEEAME

WAB9E 1964 | BRSKTERSE
TNV AR D—ARE D T RN FRAR02IC LS
FHED Rkl L L T504E

o} E
I

4 FE HERE GRS
IRFI404E 1965 FEIBN LR B EETR

1 ARERDE
J:E" jJ 3 A [815%] 1SRN | E BRI
D2 Ihs FEBRIEOEE TERIRRIE

EE56 5 RIGE TLmEMERE

MHA414E 1966 AN —HRANNS I
BRYESHTICHEK
TETIHEERE

IHFN424E 1967 SEAH AR TETEK
HRELRNIBSS MR

IBFN434: 1968 LR NER TN FE
BE—ahAKRISTER
mHET10R EME X ARE

RERTAN i IS

FTEX TG ACTERBTFT IR P

FO>Tm AR T

=
3. C¥FC T AETTEFCAD BT SBTEY THFOFHOEO S
DTS O B MRTH .

ETSDS8 RS B/ CHSEETE

=
P

]

o

Ar | TEREACKHPEHASSE

TN TIFSUZER M S0 (v
TOFSFROHRHN | SF W T O HR

CHSSE O FCHITHCAITH SEINICOTRBHFEFSwEETT~
[T

2o D oo H-g

apruosq) 1) vso] HLFIH-EEO G SHSEIOREHEAES

5

1

0

0
WA s Hhnim  xF
b b A A BT L K
. % I IRO b 7% T
H e o tH & i — SERISEOJE D )8 7 (I FTA04E

Wl ! ZIRIRKEDHE I D 490 Ok (IA404F)
pEinciETE E Era of Early Growth
i gf S ﬁ i ?g L/‘ ra o arly Trowt
}f 7 _}: ’E L @ H In April of 1958, the townships of Usa and Nii merged, and finally in January
< ) 5 & 7 + % of 1959, Tosa City was born, strecching from the open plains along the Niyodo
3 ES S ﬂf River to the hilly regions, and also to the coast.
U L B b L In the midst of times of economic growth for Japan, Tosa City's infrastructure
- 7z RN b and industry ook large steps forward. In the fishing industry, operations began
3 7k ﬁ‘- n H & to take place in distant oceans, and bonito flake processing was in high
» 3 g /3( P production. In agriculture, the use of k became place. In
< bz < # = e the temperate river-side areas of Hage, Igusa (rush, used in tatami-making)
4 Hh o 7;3 n f; production began to widely replace rice production, and in hilly regions citrus

° e 'C; s 5 3 fruit production became prominent. For one of Tosa City's main industries,

Tosa-washi (traditional Tosa-style papermaking), in order to ensure stable and
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efficient production, both handmade paper production and machine-made

paper production became prominent over the years.
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Dawning of the Era of Growth

At certain times in the history of Tosa City, we have been
ravaged by the destructive forces of nature.

In 1970, particularly large damage was inflicted upon the
Usa region due to Typhoon 10, with 1400 houses flooded.
In 1975 the center of Takaoka was flooded by Typhoon 5,
and in 1976, the downpour from Typhoon 17 wreaked
havoc, with 940 millimeters of rain recorded in the city
center. The unforgettable lessons of these three typhoons
resulted in major advances in Tosa City's disaster prevention
efforts.

While there were difficult times on the one hand, there
were also many items of good news over the years that
invigorated the citizens of Tosa City. These include: the
opening of Usa-Bridge and Yokonami Kuroshio skyline; the
opening of Niyodo Rivermouth Bridge; the formation of a
sister-city relationship with Ebetsu City in Hokkaido; and
the rekindling of Tosa City's Otsuna festival.
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In the twenty years since the inception of Tosa City, Tosa City's Hop % W H L o~ K b3 g L 8B b G 9% {A < »
infrastructure has been in a state of transformation. In 1980, L2 S ) 53 T L L 59 p Meo» ¥ o E[i (=9 7}'2 wob
a floodgate at Hage River was completed, and has had T ok o B B - A N = om oS 20
significant results in the prevention of water damage P k : - M i A SO - %
. o N OE R o Bloc Moy . S5 m LT 3 on

Facilities were also constructed to improve the quality of . o] J L W )II o JE [N/ R G = i o B e i
life for Tosa City citizens. Tosa City's Physical Recreation 3 oo oo 6% ok of BOAL A ko kb Y
Center was completed in 1980, the long-awaited Social {7 i {730 & 47 3t 2k gt S weo-o2r o # g i oy 8o S
Welfare Centerwas compleced in 1984, and helped oenhance  ([T3 1634E) Kopre b2 2 wm Mo sk
the image of our community as an easy place to live. " ? E 0/) %’E‘ e % *A 1 Kb < 56 j; ?L 5% %
M.anyadvanceswerealsomadein.agriculture, Greenllwuse O O» Kk E % % H L‘ % N ﬁ% BT B o0
horticulture began to make great strides. The late 1970's and ® & 5 ig- E= S T i > x + H v o %
carly 1980's saw the beginning of melon cultivation in Tosa D B » » Ao ok o RO ok R 7o W

City, and melon has begun to mature into Tosa City's special
product. In the Hage River area Igusa (rush) production is
also prominent, and represents half of the total production
of Igusa in Kochi Prefecture.
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Era of great activity

Upon entering the new cra of Heisci (from 1989), Tosa City
embarked upon an internationally-minded project. In 1989,
Tosa City formed a sister-city relationship with Indaiatuba
City in Brazil.

As part of an effort to invest in tourism and exchange, the
Hage mountain park was created in 1993, overlooking the
Pacific Ocean to the south, and the city center to the
Northeast. Also in 1998, the Usa fishing cooperative began
operation of whale and dolphin watching tours.

During this period, new facilities lending support to the
lifestyles of our citizens were constructed one after another.
In 1997, the Senior Citizens General Welfare Center was
completed. The Kitahara Clean Center, whose aim is to help
solve Tosa City's garbage problem, was completed in 1998,
and the quality of living in our town was much improved.
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refecture,

/e live in this town,
We love this town.

W
We work here, and we rest here.

and the pure flow of the Niyodo River.

The bounty of the Black Current of the Pacific Ocean
Located in the center of Kochi P

Tosa City is a rural city blessed with a rich natural environment.
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Manufacturing
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Utilizing the temperate climate and the natural bounty

of the Pacific Ocean and Niyodo River, the people of Tg % v ;& ;:é g ?5 & % T v z !
. L . B Y ; DY o = 1
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industries have developed into the major industries o 7 i ~ Ko ok g L (S ; #o WY hE Tk ST B D 4 % 4 e
Tosa City today, including: multifaceted modern LN ]V %’ o ? 27; b 5 = w2 Ewmor &k o s ooy o Ok b
agriculture, paper manufacturing, coastal fishing, and iiﬁ €L » 7: é{ 7% il £ h oz (DN » qé D E i DR A S -3 K: T 1 S
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These are the elements that make up classic Japanese Mol o4 L Mol 2ol ” L o2 o 2EEDHIE g & H & T % O v b ;‘ i
scenery. 3.1UDH N S I A S | };ﬁ v oo g}
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Tosa City, expanding out from the pristine flow of
the Niyodo rivermouth.
With the Pacific Ocean to the south and the Irazu

moun'(ains to the north, Tosa ;i(y overﬂows with o Y ¥ v kIR T M
bountiful nature from sea, mountains, and river. Wy v v b ¥ 3 6 /R & 7
h o ¥ o X T 0 o g Loy op s
i k(i = g O 1 H(: ﬁ < 5 A& :bﬂ 3 > N
AR RGO LYY g h SR S
Culture TRERFmE s p FEC G o
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tradition that is refined over the % ;PH T ’f ST o T 8 LB g -
. Y 5 o 78
years, both by time and people. 9 % nofE gy 7{) 5 @ %ﬁ S’,; D Themarine products industry
By ewayrimiCr o
PRSI - BN S N
Tosa City is home to a traditional culture that tells the (;; 15 }jl:‘l{ E — + »” @ '@ Kt E’.{; L
story of the town's history. There are local songs and E ,g: L € & Ik ;‘SL [ %C f)ﬁ{ iy b
da;ces that have bleen }l)assed from ;neh perszn to anﬁt:ez g‘ ;‘é" ? ?i %J gl)‘} fﬂj :‘% @ v z [if L::: p—— 1
and numerous cultural treasures that have been polishe @My 3 L % {F e Lo % A
with the passing of time. These are precious cultural Lot A 7 7 b o # o< ¢ ® T

treasures that must be passed down to future generations.

Life style

A town with a healthy,
vibrant lifestyle.

Tosa City is a vibrant stage for living. Residents support
oneanother through community and volunteer activities,

and communities and citizen groups are also formed.

A~ C S A 88 S B I v ¢ 3

o
Also, in order to live healthily from day to day, many B, ;:’f‘) #

people are actively involved in health promotion and 2 ERE OIS 3EELNE D ESERE (KA
cultural activities. SABEE ORESLS 4IADHFL
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An outline of Ebetsu Cityapnd Indaiatuba City

In 1978 Tosa City formed a friendship city with Ebetsu City, loca

Hokkaido's Ishikari plain. The elementary and junior
the axis. Taking pride in our relationship of thirty years, we look.fo

our exchange in the future. In 1989, we formed a sister-city relation:
City in Brazil,  location where many people living in the Hage Rive

formed sister school alliances, and friendship activities have

Friendship City / Sister

the beginning of the 20th Century.
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On the other side of a smiling face, toward a bright future

Creating a town that we build together ~ aiming for a Tosa City where people care about each other —

We are looking at the future. - 7
So that the smiles of today can shine even brighter.

We place importance on

the realization of happiness for all of our residents.

Vibrant, free, and full of energy, we aim for 5 fg b %215 @ ﬁ g 4% % lz’\:l - ;
town planning that will assist us to live comfortably and easily. < T E C
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Tosa City's vision for the future

We will engage in town planning that aims to create a Tosa City that is both an energetic

and comfortable place to live. We aim to be both strong in the face of natural disaster,

and si ly an envi Ily-friendly city, in which people and nature coexist.

We also intend to place special emphasis on the growth of Tosa City's local industries,
beginning with Tosa-washi production.

So that our residents may lead their lives with smiles on their faces, we intend to
continue our efforts enhancing areas of their lives such as: lifelong learning, which makes
use of historical resources such as Shikoku Reijo; the creation of an environment in which
lifelong sports can be enjoyed (with "Sogo Club Tosa" at the center); and also greater

fulfillment of the welfare and medical systems.
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About this publication

Our beloved Tosa City will be welcoming its fiftieth birthday on January 1st, 2009.

With the Pacific Ocean to the south, the Shikoku Mountains to the north, and the Niyodo River
flowing across its borders, Tosa City is surrounded by 360 degrees of mother nature, and continues to be
a city of blue skies and sunshine that bestows upon the first-time visitor an uncanny sense of nostalgia.

Thanks to the blessings of nature, many fruits and vegetables are being produced here, i
buntan, konatsu, watermelon, melon, green pepper, cucumber, and ginger. Our appeal as a kind of
"horticultural kingdom" is continuing to broaden.

Also, while many people associate bonito fish with Kochi Prefecture, few know that an improved form
of bonito flakes were first produced in Tosa City, and that we also boast some of the highest volumes of
bonito flake production in Kochi Prefecture.

Tud;

From ancient times water was abundant in this area, and over the years many projects have been
undertaken to utilize this resource. Many years ago, due to the efforts of Nonaka Kenzan (1615-1663) of
the Tosa Clan, a dam was built in Niyodo River, and the barren regions of Niyodo and Hage River were
transformed into rich fertile lands.

In addition, we are nationally-known for our traditional industry of "Tosa-washi," produced from the
bark of kozo (mulberry) and mitsumata trees grown in the mountains of the upper reaches of the Niyodo
River valley.

In 1975, heavy rains from Typhoon 5, resulted in water damage to our city, but I personally feel that
this is part of our destiny in being interconnected with "water."

In Tosa City, we place the abilities and strong-mindedness of our ancestors in high regard, and strive to
be thought of as the hometown that people would choose to paint in their hearts. With this end in
mind, we will continue our town planning efforts in the future, hand-in-hand with the citizens of Tosa
City.

Itahara Yoshifumi, Mayor of Tosa City

48



